
 

 

 
November 13, 2022 – THE KING’S MIRROR 

I. GENRE:  Royal Hymn of Dedication  

A. Ps 101 is an unusual piece, sung by the king as an expression of 
dedication to pursuing his royal responsibilities in a righteous way.  

B. Psalm 101 is difficult to categorize. 

1. Some think of it as a wisdom psalm since many of the pledges 
about behaving rightly mirror statements in the Proverbs about 
how kings ought to behave. 

a. Ps 101:2 is similar to Prov 20:7 
b. Ps 101:4 is similar to Prov. 11:20 
c. Ps 101:5 is similar to Prov. 21:4 
d. Ps 101:7 is similar to Prov. 25:5 
e. Ps 101:8 is similar to Prov. 20:8 

2. Some think the psalm is a lament since the psalmist wishes for 
God’s help (v. 2b) and continually protests his innocence—as if 
he’s facing false accusations. 

C. It seems best to understand Ps 101 as a royal psalm, a song written 
for the king’s benefit. This song is meant to be performed by the 
king as a public declaration of his dedication to follow Yahweh. 

II. SETTING 

A. AUTHOR: David 

1. The 4th book in the Psalter (Pss 90-107) have very few psalms 
which include the names of authors (Pss 90, 101, 103). Other 
psalms by David in this collection include Ps 98 (cf. 1 Chron 16). 

2. While most songs in this section are not by David, some are 
included due to his special role as Israel’s primary psalmist. 



B. PLACEMENT 

1. Ps 101 follows the special collection of Divine King Pss (93-100) 
that celebrate Yahweh’s rule over the world. 

2. In Ps 101, God’s human king is idealized as one who rules on 
earth as Yahweh rules in heaven. 

3. David’s failure in consistency creates a hunger in worshippers to 
see such a truly righteous King. This yearning will find its highest 
expression in the prophecy of Ps 110. 

C. BACKGROUND 

1. David mentions ruling the “city of the LORD” (v. 8), a reference 
to Jerusalem. This dates the psalm no earlier than 1003 BC 
when David moved the capital from Hebron to Jerusalem. 

2. Many commentators believe that the yearning of v. 2 (“When 
will You come to me?”) refers to David’s awaiting the arrival of 
the ark of the covenant. 2 Sam. 6:9. 

a. David’s initial effort to relocate the ark without following 
the instructions of Torah led to a disastrous outburst of 
divine judgment. 2 Sam 6:3-8. 

b. After prayer reflection & repentance, David moved the ark 
into Zion 3 months later. 2 Sam. 6:9-23; 1 Chron 13:1-16:1. 

c. It is possible that this psalm of (re)dedication was composed 
during or right after this period. 

III. STRUCTURE 

A. Ps 101 is not difficult to understand, but it is challenging to outline 
due to overlapping lines of thought. 

B. Verse 1 is a special introduction where the king announces he will 
now sing about royal attributes, the kind Yahweh shows best. 

C. Vv. 2-4 pledge the king’s pursuit of integrity of heart. 

D. vv. 5-8 pledge how he will administrate the kingdom in justice. 

IV. FEATURES & APPLICATION 

A. The King’s Mirror: These vv. should not be understood as self-
righteous bragging but as holy aspirations to be right.  

 

Martin Luther’s commentary on this psalm was 80 pages long.  
He found it to be great food for thought as he considered how 

government should be reformed. 
 

B. Focus on Integrity: The term “blameless” appears 3 times in the 
poem (vv. 2a, 2c, 6), and the concept is found throughout. Real 
righteousness is a matter of the heart, not outward show. 

C. Imitating God: V. 1 sounds like it’s introducing a song of praise 
about Yahweh’s attributes. But the real focus is on the king 
imitating God’s attributes. 

D. Pledge-a-thon: Ps 101 contains 9 instances of “I will.” The 1st 2 (v. 1) 
relate to the song’s intro. The 3rd instance (v. 3, “I will give heed”) is 
in a special form, indicating resolve.  

E. Positive & Negative: In vv. 3-5, each phrase alternates between 
positive & negative pledges. Verses 6, 7, 8 alternate as whole verses 
from positive to negative to positive. 

F. Royal Responsibility: David’s determination to deal harshly with the 
wicked reflects his duty as the king of the holy land and enforcer of 
God’s law. The believer today does not exercise the same 
responsibility, but he should pursue integrity with the same passion. 

The Book of Common Prayer calls for this psalm to be read on the 
anniversary of the reigning monarch’s coronation as a reminder to 

rule in the fear of God. 

G. Silencing or Destroying: Vv. 5 and 8 (the edges of the second major 
section) both begin with statements about David’s “destroying” 
evildoers. The verb might mean in some instances “to silence,” an 
idea which seems to fit best with v. 5, at least. The ultimate for of 
silencing is putting someone in the grave! 

H. Yearning for Consistency: As much as we cheer David in his making 
of pledges, we are painfully aware of his inconsistencies in his reign. 
This creates a hunger in us for the perfect King, the promised 
Messiah, who fulfills all righteousness. 


